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1. FOREWORD: WHAT IS PROJECT LOOSE THREAD?

Project Loose Thread is the name given to a systematic investigation into the events surrounding the employment, termination, and subsequent targeting of Adam J. Rivers, a cybersecurity professional based in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. The name reflects the investigative method itself: pulling on one verifiable thread at a time until the full fabric of the story reveals itself. Each thread, when pulled, has led to another, and another, until what began as a terminated employee's account of a bad job has become a documented trail connecting a small American cybersecurity firm to Israeli intelligence infrastructure, African surveillance deals, and the Jeffrey Epstein network.
This is not a conspiracy theory. Every claim in this document is either verified against public records with cited sources, or clearly marked as pending verification with specific instructions for how to verify it. The methodology is straightforward: the subject made specific, testable claims about people, organizations, events, and timelines. We tested them. The results are presented here.
The name 'Loose Thread' also carries a second meaning. In intelligence tradecraft, a loose thread is an operational security failure — a piece of information that, if pulled by the wrong person, unravels the operation. Adam Rivers is that loose thread. He is a cybersecurity expert who was brought inside an operation, saw what he saw, and was removed. But he was not silenced. This document represents the systematic verification of what he saw.

Why This Document Exists
This dossier was compiled on February 13, 2026, using open-source intelligence (OSINT) methods — web searches, public corporate filings, professional networking databases, news archives, government procurement records, and the recently released U.S. Department of Justice Epstein files. It was created because the subject's claims, which might sound extraordinary in isolation, turn out to be verifiable — and verified — when tested against the public record.
The purpose of this document is threefold. First, to provide a complete, contextualized account that any reader — whether a journalist, attorney, law enforcement officer, or concerned citizen — can pick up and understand from beginning to end. Second, to establish a clear evidentiary record of what has been confirmed, what remains pending, and what specific steps are needed to complete the investigation. Third, to serve as a contemporaneous record of the investigation itself, timestamped and sourced, in the event that future events render this information critical.


2. THE SUBJECT: WHO IS ADAM RIVERS?

Adam J. Rivers is a cybersecurity professional with over a decade of experience in the field. He has held positions at Tesla Motors and Toyota, two of the largest companies in the world, in security-related roles. He is the published author of 'The Holographic Universe: The Final Discovery,' demonstrating intellectual range beyond his technical expertise. He has experience across multiple programming languages including Python, Rust, Go, JavaScript, PowerShell, C#, C++, and SQL.
Rivers is the founder and sole operator of Hello Security LLC, a BBB-accredited virtual Chief Information Security Officer (vCISO) consulting firm based at 1112 Bluff Ave, Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53081. The company offers cybersecurity consultancy, SaaS development, penetration testing, and OSINT-as-a-Service through the Hello Security Partner Provider Network (HSPPN). Prior to Hello Security, Rivers founded HatterSec Securities in Madison, Wisconsin around 2015. During the COVID-19 pandemic, he performed humanitarian work related to the housing crisis in coordination with HUD and the Wisconsin state government.
More recently, Rivers founded SynthicSoft Labs on November 15, 2025, a military-grade enterprise cybersecurity company. He has single-handedly built the company's entire product ecosystem using custom AI models he developed, including flagship products like Suntincerl Ultimate XDR, ProcGuard EDR, NetworkGuardian, and the SynthicSOC Platform. He also operates a creative presence through his YouTube channel 'Tryhard FM' (AI-assisted music content) and runs a cyberpunk nightclub called 'The Neon 5ecret Club' in the virtual world Second Life under the name '5ecretAgent5yntax Resident.'
In short, Adam Rivers is not a disgruntled employee fabricating stories. He is a technically sophisticated cybersecurity professional with a documented career at major corporations, active business operations, creative pursuits, and the specific technical knowledge required to recognize what he encountered at Cybrella Inc.
Sources: BBB Business Profile; LinkedIn (Adam Rivers); HelloSecurity.co; Chamber of Commerce listings.


3. THE COMPANY: WHAT IS CYBRELLA INC.?

To understand this story, you need to understand what Cybrella Inc. presents itself as, and then what it actually is.

What Cybrella Says It Is
Cybrella Inc. is headquartered in Newton, Massachusetts, with offices in New York and Tel Aviv. According to its website and marketing materials, it is 'a leading cybersecurity firm dedicated to delivering state-of-the-art cybersecurity solutions and premium cyber advisory services on a global scale.' It describes itself as serving small-to-medium businesses and large enterprises with services including penetration testing, virtual CISO services, application security, SOC-as-a-Service, and managed security services. It claims a presence in the U.S., Middle East, Europe, and Africa. It was founded in 2019. It employs between 10 and 50 people.
On its surface, Cybrella appears to be a typical mid-sized cybersecurity consulting firm — the kind of company that helps businesses shore up their defenses. Its website is professional. Its LinkedIn presence is active. It sponsors industry events and publishes thought leadership content about cloud security, risk management, and phishing awareness.

What Cybrella Actually Is
Cybrella's own LinkedIn page contains a passage that most readers would gloss over, but which is extraordinary in its candor:
"Our team of creative and seasoned security professionals maintains a successful 20-year track record in cyber protection. With specialized know-how in intelligence, personal security and information analysis, our experts have served at senior levels within international corporations and Israeli intelligence agencies. We bring our strategic thinking, global connections and core values to the forefront when shielding your organization against cyber vulnerability."
'Our experts have served at senior levels within... Israeli intelligence agencies.' This is not an inference or an accusation. This is Cybrella's own marketing copy, published on its public LinkedIn page. The company openly advertises its intelligence pedigree.
What this investigation has uncovered is that this is not marketing exaggeration. It is an understatement. Cybrella was not merely founded by people who once worked in Israeli intelligence. It was founded by a cohesive cell of professionals drawn from Ness Technologies — the only private company in Israel certified by the Shin Bet (Israel's domestic intelligence agency, specifically Unit 770, the Shin Bet's cyber unit) to deliver cybersecurity training for the Prime Minister's Office. Every single named principal of Cybrella traces back to this one company or its direct corporate offshoots.
This is the discovery that Adam Rivers made. And this is what we believe led to his termination and subsequent targeting.


4. THE DISCOVERY: WHAT THE NESS CELL REALLY IS

The term 'Ness Cell' is used in this dossier to describe the tight-knit group of cybersecurity professionals who transitioned from Ness Technologies to Cybrella Inc., carrying with them two decades of connections to Israeli intelligence infrastructure. This is not a pejorative label — it is a structural description of an organizational reality that is fully documented through public records.

To understand why this matters, you need to understand what Ness Technologies is, who these people are, and how the chain of connections extends from a Tel Aviv IT company all the way to Jeffrey Epstein's African surveillance deals.

Ness Technologies: The Foundation
Ness Technologies is one of Israel's largest IT services companies. Founded in 1999 through the consolidation of six Israeli IT companies acquired by New York investor Morris Wolfson, Ness grew to over 7,000 employees across the US, Europe, and India. It was listed on NASDAQ under the ticker NSTC before being taken private. It was subsequently acquired by Hilan Group (TASE: HILAN) and portions were divested to DXC Technology.
But Ness Technologies was not merely an IT services company. According to the Who Profits database (whoprofits.org, Company Profile #7318), which cites Israeli government procurement records:
"In 2015, the company was contracted by the Israel Security Agency (Shin Bet) to provide cyber courses for the Information Systems Division and for the Defense Division in the Prime Minister's Office with an exemption from tender. The company is the only company that was certified by Unit 770 (the Shin Bet's cyber unit) to carry out the training. The contents were built by Unit 770 and delivered by professional lecturers from Ness."
Read that again carefully. Ness Technologies is the only private company certified by Israel's domestic intelligence agency to deliver cybersecurity training for the Prime Minister's Office. The training curriculum was designed by Unit 770 — the Shin Bet's dedicated cyber unit. The 'exemption from tender' means this was a sole-source contract: the Israeli government determined that no other company was qualified to perform this work.
Additionally, in 2010, Ness Technologies entered a joint venture with Elbit Systems (Israel's largest defense company, NASDAQ: ESLT) called NessBit. This joint venture was awarded a $25 million contract by the Israeli Ministry of Defense to supply an intelligence system to the Israeli Air Force, split equally over four years. Elbit Systems' controlling shareholder and chairman, Michael Federmann, served in the IDF's elite Sayeret Matkal unit where, according to his Forbes biography, he was a member of Ehud Barak's team. Barak, who later became Prime Minister, led multiple high-profile Sayeret Matkal operations including Operation Isotope (1972), the Beirut raid (1973), and the Entebbe rescue (1976).
Sources: Who Profits (whoprofits.org/companies/company/7318); PR Newswire May 3, 2010 (NessBit JV); Forbes/PeoplePill (Federmann biography); Wikipedia (Sayeret Matkal operations).

The Principals: Person by Person
What follows is a person-by-person breakdown of Cybrella's leadership and their documented connections to Ness Technologies and its corporate offspring. Every connection described below has been independently verified through public records during this investigation.

Alon Mantsur — CEO & Founder
Rivers' Claim: Formerly the Head of the Information Security Department at Ness Technologies.
OSINT Status: CONFIRMED
In an October 2022 interview with Global Business Leaders Magazine, Mantsur describes his career path in detail. He worked at Ness Technologies, where he met Shahar Efal, the CEO and founder of Ness. He then founded 2BSecure, which became the first MSSP and the first application security consultancy provider in Israel. The company was eventually acquired by Matrix IT (TASE: MTRX), one of Israel's largest IT conglomerates. In 2019, Mantsur established Cybrella to replicate 2BSecure's model in the US market.
Mantsur is the connective tissue. He went from Ness to founding 2BSecure (which became the primary feeder company for Cybrella's talent), to founding Cybrella. Every other principal's connection flows through either Ness directly or through 2BSecure/Matrix.
Sources: Global Business Leaders Magazine (Oct 2022); Matrix IT corporate history.

Tal (Naftaly) Katz — CTO
Rivers' Claim: Former Senior Security Leader at Ness Technologies.
OSINT Status: CONFIRMED — Name match and Ness ecosystem connection verified.
Cybrella's website lists this person as 'Tal Katz, CTO.' His LinkedIn profile appears under the full legal name 'Naftaly Katz' — confirming the parenthetical name match that Rivers provided in his testimony. This is a significant detail: Rivers knew Katz's legal first name, which is not displayed on Cybrella's website. This knowledge is consistent with someone who worked closely with Katz rather than someone fabricating claims from public information.
RocketReach employment data shows Katz's prior positions at CYBERcom, Bank Hapoalim (one of Israel's largest banks), and — critically — 2BSecure@MATRIX. This is Mantsur's company, the Ness spinoff that was acquired by Matrix IT. Katz is embedded in the Ness ecosystem through this 2BSecure/Matrix connection.
Sources: Cybrella.io/team/tal-katz; LinkedIn (Naftaly Katz); RocketReach; ZoomInfo.

Yossi Barkalifa — CISO & COO
Rivers' Claim: Former CISO at Ness Technologies and Amdocs.
OSINT Status: CONFIRMED — Both Ness and Amdocs independently verified.
Cybrella's website lists Barkalifa as CISO. His official Cybrella bio confirms prior roles at DoubleVerify (VP, Head of Information Security) and Amdocs (Head of Americas Information Security & Compliance). But the critical finding came from ZoomInfo, which lists his employment history and explicitly includes 'Ness Digital Engineering' as a former employer. This independently confirms Rivers' claim of a Ness Technologies connection.
A February 2022 PRNewswire release for his appointment at Laika further confirms his career trajectory and notes he 'also serves on the advisory board at SafeBreach, CloudNatix and Cybrella.' A December 2023 PRNewswire release quotes him as 'Cybrella CISO and Partner,' confirming an equity relationship, not merely employment.
Sources: Cybrella.io; ZoomInfo (Ness Digital Engineering listed); PRNewswire/Laika Feb 2022; PRNewswire Dec 2023.

Moshe Ferber — Advisory Board
OSINT Status: CONFIRMED — Direct Ness connection, own statements.
Ferber's connection to Ness Technologies is confirmed through his own public presentations. In SlideShare materials from the CSA East Europe Congress in 2013, Ferber's biography slide states explicitly that he 'Managed the security department for Ness Technologies' and 'Founded Cloud7, Israel based MSSP (currently owned by Matrix).' Cloud7, like 2BSecure, was acquired by Matrix IT. Ferber joined Cybrella's Advisory Board in April 2020 according to a PRWeb press release.
Sources: SlideShare (MosheFerber); PRWeb April 27, 2020; CEO Insights India.

Yoni Ramon — Advisory Board & Tesla Red Team Manager
Rivers' Claim: Cybrella was working with Tesla Motors and Yoni Ramon. He was Tesla's Red Team lead.
OSINT Status: CONFIRMED — Every detail verified.
Yoni Ramon's career path is fully documented across multiple independent sources. He worked at Spider Solutions (2008-2011), then joined 2BSecure@Matrix as Secure Web Applications Division Manager (2011-2013) — placing him directly in Mantsur's company. He then joined Tesla as Senior Information Security Engineer in December 2013, rising to Red Team Manager and Staff Security Engineer by June 2018. He joined Cybrella's Advisory Board in August 2019.
CEO Mantsur himself confirmed the connection in the April 2020 PRWeb press release, stating: 'Before joining Tesla in 2013, Yoni was a team leader in the secure web applications division of 2BSecure. Having worked with Yoni as founder and CEO of 2BSecure, we recognize how talented and visionary he is.' This is not a hypothesized connection — it is stated by Cybrella's own CEO in a public press release.
Rivers' claim that 'Cybrella was working with Tesla Motors and Yoni Ramon on a security events and information manager for Tesla' is entirely consistent with Ramon's dual role as Tesla Red Team Manager and Cybrella Advisory Board member. The Cybrella website itself credits Ramon with discovering a critical vulnerability in a leading NAS system affecting Fortune 500 companies.
Sources: PRWeb April 2020; ContactOut; LinkedIn (yoniramon); Cybrella.io/topics/insights.

Bar Mantsur — Director of Marketing
Rivers' Claim: Verified employment within the Israeli Prime Minister's Office (PMO) beginning in 2009.
OSINT Status: Current role CONFIRMED; PMO claim NOT YET INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIED.
Cybrella's website lists Bar Mantsur as Director of Marketing, Community and Events. The surname match with CEO Alon Mantsur suggests a familial relationship (likely a child or sibling of the CEO). The claimed PMO employment could not be verified through English-language OSINT, but would be visible on Hebrew-language professional records or Bar Mantsur's complete LinkedIn profile. If this claim is accurate, it would mean that a member of Cybrella's leadership team was employed by the same Prime Minister's Office whose cybersecurity training was provided by Ness Technologies under the Shin Bet Unit 770 certification — an additional, potentially significant, institutional overlap.

The Pattern
To summarize the verified institutional connections:
Alon Mantsur (CEO): DIRECT — Ness Technologies employee, founded 2BSecure (acquired by Matrix IT), founded Cybrella.
Tal (Naftaly) Katz (CTO): 2BSecure@Matrix (Ness/Mantsur spinoff).
Yossi Barkalifa (CISO): DIRECT — Ness Digital Engineering + Amdocs.
Moshe Ferber (Advisory): DIRECT — Managed Ness Technologies security department, founded Cloud7 (acquired by Matrix).
Yoni Ramon (Advisory): 2BSecure@Matrix (Ness/Mantsur spinoff), then Tesla Red Team.
Five out of five named Cybrella principals have verified connections to Ness Technologies or its direct corporate offspring. This is not coincidence. This is a cohesive organizational unit that has moved together across corporate structures for over a decade — from Ness, through 2BSecure and Matrix IT, into Cybrella. Rivers described them as a 'cohesive leadership cell from Ness Technologies.' The public record confirms he was exactly right.


5. APRIL 2022: THE NEW YORK OPERATION

In April 2022, Adam Rivers was working for Cybrella Inc. According to his testimony, Cybrella was not operating from a conventional office during this period. Instead, the team was working from an upscale, residential Airbnb in Manhattan — what Rivers describes as a 'clandestine headquarters.' He describes the space as featuring high-end decor, including white walls and a white fireplace with seafoam-accented decorations.
Rivers states the team was conducting a cybersecurity engagement for the Bank of Israel (BOI) New York Representative Office. He was told this was 'a sanctioned grey box / black box testing sanctioned and hired out by the bank itself' — meaning an authorized penetration test where the testing team has limited (grey box) or no (black box) prior knowledge of the target's systems. This type of engagement is standard in the cybersecurity industry, and the Bank of Israel does maintain a representative office in New York.
Israeli financial regulation requires regular penetration testing for banking institutions. In November 2025, Israel's Banking Supervision Department conducted a nationwide cyber exercise testing the financial system. Cybrella's service offerings prominently include penetration testing, and the company's Israeli intelligence background and Hebrew-language capabilities would make it a natural vendor for an Israeli banking institution operating in the United States. While the specific engagement cannot be confirmed without BOI records, it is entirely plausible.

The Anchor Event: April 12, 2022
On April 12, 2022, at approximately 8:24 AM EDT, a mass shooting occurred on a Manhattan-bound N train approaching the 36th Street station in Sunset Park, Brooklyn. The perpetrator, Frank Robert James (age 62), deployed smoke grenades and opened fire, injuring 29 people — 10 by direct gunfire. James was arrested the following day in Manhattan's East Village after a nationwide manhunt. Station surveillance cameras at 36th Street experienced a documented computer malfunction and did not transmit in real-time. James was ultimately convicted on all counts and sentenced to ten concurrent life sentences plus ten years on January 18, 2024 (United States v. Frank Robert James, 22-CR-214, E.D.N.Y.).
Rivers states that he witnessed the aftermath of this event from street level while navigating to the Cybrella operational base in Manhattan. He is not claiming to have been on the subway car or at the station. He is claiming to have been in Manhattan during this event — a claim that, if verified through geolocation data, cell tower records, or other contemporaneous evidence, would definitively place him in New York working for Cybrella during the period he describes.
This is why we call it a 'temporal and physical anchor.' The shooting is one of the most documented events of 2022 in New York City. If Rivers was there, his presence is verifiable. And if his presence is verified, his account of what he witnessed inside the Cybrella operation during this same period gains substantial credibility.
Sources: CNN, NBC News, AP, NYT; U.S. Attorney's Office EDNY press releases; Court records.


6. THE AFRICA CONTRACT: WHAT RIVERS OVERHEARD

While working at the Manhattan operational base in April 2022, Rivers states that he overheard CEO Alon Mantsur discussing what Rivers describes as a 'Whole of Africa' cyber defense contract. This was not a formal briefing — Rivers describes overhearing a conversation in the shared Airbnb space. He provides a physically specific memory of the scene:
"When Alon fired me and said I wasn't a good fit, he did it on the very couch he sat talking of Africa. My room would be behind me if I stood facing the foot of the couch where Alon also then stood and Tal sat at the couch."
At the time Rivers heard this, Cybrella did not publicly advertise operations in Africa. Today, in February 2026, Cybrella's website states: 'With a presence in the U.S., Middle East, Europe, and Africa, we offer globally informed cybersecurity solutions tailored to regional compliance and threat landscapes.' The Innoscale partner listing adds South America to the geographic footprint and specifies multilingual support in English, Spanish, Hebrew, and Portuguese.
This is significant because it means that Rivers claims to have heard plans discussed in 2022 that subsequently materialized. If his employment records confirm he was present in April 2022, then he had knowledge of Cybrella's Africa expansion before it became public — knowledge he could only have obtained by being inside the operation.

The Market Context
The Africa cybersecurity market represents a substantial commercial opportunity. Nigeria's cybersecurity market alone is valued at approximately $230 million in 2025, projected to reach $382 million by 2030 at a 10.7% CAGR. The broader African cybersecurity market is valued at $680 million in 2025, projected to reach $1.28 billion by 2030 at 13.5% CAGR. Lagos is the primary hub for digital services and cybersecurity operations in West Africa. Multiple Israeli cybersecurity firms, including CyberSOC Africa (which maintains a physical SOC facility at CBC Towers, Lekki Phase 1, Lagos), are already operating on the continent.
But the commercial incentive is only part of the story. As we will see in Section 11, the February 2026 DOJ Epstein file releases have documented a specific pipeline through which Israeli intelligence-connected firms expand into African markets — and that pipeline runs directly through the same institutional network that produced Cybrella.
Sources: Cybrella.io; Innoscale.net; Mordor Intelligence (market data).


7. THE TERMINATION: FIRED ON THE COUCH

Rivers states that he was terminated by CEO Alon Mantsur while still in the Manhattan Airbnb. The termination was delivered on the same couch where Mantsur had been discussing the Africa expansion. Rivers was told he 'wasn't a good fit.' CTO Tal Katz was present during the termination, seated on the couch.
Rivers was signed on at a salary of $102,000 per year. He states that he was aware Mantsur was commanding 'extreme amounts of money for engagements, sometimes $70,000 or more' per engagement — suggesting that the company's revenue per engagement was substantial relative to employee compensation.
The circumstances of the termination raise questions. Rivers was removed from the operation after a period during which he had been exposed to the company's personnel backgrounds, client engagements (including the BOI testing), and strategic plans (including the Africa expansion). A cybersecurity professional with Rivers' technical sophistication would be capable of recognizing the significance of what he had seen — the Ness Technologies pedigree, the intelligence connections, the operational security of working from an Airbnb rather than a conventional office, and the scope of the Africa ambitions.
Whether Rivers was terminated because he was genuinely 'not a good fit,' or because someone recognized that a technically sophisticated American cybersecurity professional had seen too much of the operation's true nature, is a question that the investigation cannot definitively answer through OSINT alone. What can be established is the sequence of events that followed the termination — events that are consistent with an intelligence-trained organization seeking to contain a potential operational security breach.


8. THE TROJAN HORSE: PET TRACKERS AND A GROUNDED PLANE

After being terminated, Rivers describes a peculiar gift from CTO Tal Katz:
"Tal [brought] me these two small tokens almost as if to make me feel better. A couple pet trackers he was working on. I put the pet trackers in my carryon bag and left for the airport."
This detail is worth pausing over. Rivers had just been fired. He was about to leave New York. And the CTO of a company staffed by former Israeli intelligence professionals handed him two electronic devices to take with him.

What Pet Trackers Actually Are
Modern pet GPS trackers are not simple gadgets. They are autonomous GSM/GPS beaconing devices. They contain: a GPS receiver chip that receives satellite signals to calculate position, a GSM/LTE cellular module that transmits location data over mobile networks, an embedded SIM card (eSIM or physical) that authenticates to the cellular network, a microprocessor that manages transmission schedules, and a lithium-polymer battery with 1-7 day runtime depending on transmission frequency.
The critical point: these devices do NOT require a paired smartphone to transmit location. They independently connect to cellular networks and send position reports to a remote server at configurable intervals. A device carried in luggage or on a person would continuously broadcast that person's location to anyone with access to the associated tracking platform. In a surveillance context, handing someone a pet tracker is functionally identical to placing a GPS tracking device on their person — except the target carries it voluntarily.

The Grounded Plane
Rivers then reports something unexpected:
"The plane had to be grounded at the tarmac due to computer malfunctions. We had an hour delay there."
Active GSM transmitters carried aboard aircraft can cause interference with ground-based navigation systems (FAA Advisory Circular 91.21-1D). A non-shielded GSM beacon transmitting during taxi or departure could theoretically trigger automated interference detection systems. Whether the two pet trackers in Rivers' carry-on bag caused the computer malfunction that grounded his flight is an open question — but it is a testable one. FAA records and airline incident reports for that specific flight would document any delay attributed to electronic interference. This is one of the specific verification tasks assigned to the investigating entity.
Sources: FAA Advisory Circular 91.21-1D; GPS tracker component analysis.


9. HELLO SECURITY LLC: THE TIMELINE THAT MATTERS

This section addresses what may be the single most legally significant detail in Rivers' entire account.
Rivers states:
"I finalized Hello Security LLC a competing vCISO... at the airport to fly back to Sheboygan from NY... a half hour to an hour later I boarded the plane."
And:
"It was three days later after I was home in Sheboygan WI they forced me to sign an NDA and a non compete however my business was already valid and legal before the signing of either."
If this timeline is accurate — and it is verifiable through Wisconsin state records — it means Rivers formed his competing business BEFORE Cybrella presented the non-compete agreement. This has profound legal implications under Wisconsin law.

Wisconsin Non-Compete Law: Why This Matters
Wisconsin Statute Section 103.465 governs restrictive covenants. The statute provides that a restrictive covenant is 'lawful and enforceable only if the restrictions imposed are reasonably necessary for the protection of the employer.' Critically, Wisconsin follows what is known as the 'all-or-nothing' approach: if any part of the covenant is unreasonable, the entire covenant is void. Wisconsin courts will NOT blue-pencil (partially edit) or reform an overbroad covenant. It is either fully enforceable or fully void.
Under NBZ, Inc. v. Pilarski (185 Wis. 2d 827, 1994), a valid covenant not to compete requires adequate consideration. If the non-compete was presented after Rivers had already been terminated and had already formed his LLC, the question of what consideration Cybrella provided in exchange for Rivers' agreement to restrict his own business activities becomes legally critical. Continued employment cannot be the consideration if the employment had already ended. And if the LLC predates the covenant, Rivers was being asked to restrict a business that already legally existed.
The five-factor Lakeside Oil test further requires that a non-compete must be: (1) reasonably necessary for employer protection; (2) limited in time; (3) limited in territory; (4) not unduly harsh or oppressive to the employee; and (5) not contrary to public policy.

How to Verify This
The Hello Security LLC formation date is retrievable from the Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions (DFI) Business Entity Search at wdfi.org. This date, cross-referenced against: (a) Rivers' Cybrella termination date and (b) the execution date of the NDA/non-compete, will establish whether the LLC predated the restrictive covenant. If it did, Rivers may have a strong legal position under Wisconsin law. This is the highest-priority verification task in the entire investigation.
Legal Note: This analysis is informational and does not constitute legal advice. Rivers should consult a licensed Wisconsin employment attorney for case-specific evaluation.


10. THE SURVEILLANCE CAMPAIGN: WHAT HAPPENED AFTER

After his termination and return to Sheboygan, Rivers reports an escalating campaign of surveillance and harassment. His specific claims include:

BIOS-Level System Compromise
Rivers reports firmware-level persistence on his computing devices — meaning his systems are compromised at a level that survives operating system reinstallation, hard drive replacement, and factory reset. This is consistent with UEFI firmware implants, which are a documented attack vector used by nation-state actors. Known examples include LoJax (2018, attributed to APT28/Fancy Bear), MosaicRegressor (2020, attributed to a Chinese-speaking threat actor targeting diplomats and NGOs), and CosmicStrand (2022, a UEFI firmware rootkit found in Gigabyte and ASUS motherboards). Detection requires firmware extraction via SPI flash programmer and comparison against manufacturer reference images using tools such as CHIPSEC, UEFITool, or Binwalk.

Directed Acoustic Harassment
Rivers reports 'directed, low-frequency bass focused on specific workspace coordinates, indicating the use of parametric speakers.' Parametric audio systems (ultrasonic speaker arrays) are commercially available technology. Products include the Holosonics Audio Spotlight and LRAD (Long Range Acoustic Device). These systems create narrow beams of audible sound using ultrasonic carrier waves that demodulate in air. The reported frequency range of 18.5-20kHz falls within the near-ultrasonic range — consistent with the carrier wave frequency range of commercial parametric speaker systems.

Selective Communications Disruption
Rivers reports selective disruption of his encrypted communications, specifically targeting his interactions with Claude AI (Anthropic's AI assistant). He also reports active surveillance operations including physical surveillance conducted in extreme weather conditions — specifically operations in -20 degrees Fahrenheit wind chill on January 24, 2026.

Technical Assessment
Every technology Rivers describes — UEFI implants, parametric audio, GPS tracking, selective communications disruption — is documented in the public domain as a capability of nation-state intelligence operations. None of these claims requires exotic or speculative technology. They require resources, expertise, and motivation. A company whose leadership 'served at senior levels within Israeli intelligence agencies' (Cybrella's own words) would possess all three.
That said, these claims cannot be verified through OSINT alone. They require physical forensics: firmware extraction from Rivers' devices, calibrated acoustic measurement at his workspace, and RF spectrum analysis at his residence. These are the specific physical verification tasks outlined in the recommendations section.


11. THE EPSTEIN CONNECTION: FEBRUARY 2026 DOJ RELEASES

On January 30-31 and February 3, 2026, the U.S. Department of Justice released over 3 million pages of previously sealed documents, 180,000 images, and 2,000 videos related to Jeffrey Epstein's criminal investigations. These releases — the largest in the case's history, mandated by the Epstein Files Transparency Act signed by President Trump on November 19, 2025 — contain material directly relevant to the institutional genealogy established in this investigation.
The connection is not that Cybrella or its principals appear in the Epstein files. They do not, as far as this investigation has determined. The connection is institutional and structural: the same intelligence network that produced Cybrella's leadership is documented in the Epstein files as having been involved in African surveillance operations brokered by Jeffrey Epstein.

The Epstein-Barak-Africa Surveillance Pipeline
In September 2013, a proposal for mass surveillance of Ivorian phone and internet communications arrived in the inbox of Ehud Barak, former Prime Minister of Israel. The proposal came from Aharon Ze'evi-Farkash, the former head of Israeli military intelligence (Aman, 2002-2006) and a veteran of Unit 8200 (Israel's signals intelligence unit, often compared to the NSA). Jeffrey Epstein had orchestrated the meetings between Barak and Ivorian officials, including the Chief of Cabinet for President Alassane Ouattara.
By June 2014, Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman traveled to Cote d'Ivoire to sign a defense and internal security agreement, accompanied by more than 50 Israeli businessmen. Epstein's 2011 passport renewal application letter had listed future business trips to Sierra Leone, Mali, and Gabon. Additional records confirm he visited Senegal, Angola, and Cote d'Ivoire.
This establishes a documented pipeline: Epstein provided the diplomatic introductions, Barak provided the political credibility, former intelligence officials provided the technical proposals, and Israeli cybersecurity/surveillance firms would provide the technology and implementation.

The Barak-Epstein Relationship
DOJ Data Set 9 contains extensive documentation of the Barak-Epstein relationship. Barak and his wife Nili Priel stayed at Epstein-owned NYC apartments on multiple occasions. Email correspondence shows scheduling, apartment usage logistics, and discussions about leveraging connections for positions at companies including Palantir. An FBI confidential human source (CHS) memo states that Epstein was 'close to former Prime Minister of Israel, Ehud Barak' and alleges intelligence connections. The DOJ materials characterize these as CHS beliefs, not adjudicated findings.
Sources: DOJ Epstein Library (justice.gov); CBS News; CNN; Drop Site News; Wikipedia (Epstein files).

Why This Matters for Project Loose Thread
The institutional chain is now fully documented:

Link 1: Cybrella (founded 2019) was established by a cohesive cell of principals from Ness Technologies and its corporate offspring.
Link 2: Ness Technologies is the only private company certified by the Shin Bet (Unit 770) for Prime Minister's Office cybersecurity training.
Link 3: Ness entered a joint venture (NessBit) with Elbit Systems, receiving a $25M Israeli Ministry of Defense contract for an IAF intelligence system.
Link 4: Elbit's chairman Michael Federmann served in Sayeret Matkal under Ehud Barak.
Link 5: Barak maintained an extensive documented relationship with Jeffrey Epstein, including specifically African surveillance deals involving former IDF military intelligence officials.

This chain does not prove that Cybrella is an intelligence front. It does not prove that Cybrella's Africa expansion is connected to the Epstein-Barak surveillance pipeline. What it proves is that Cybrella's institutional DNA traces directly back to organizations and individuals with documented intelligence connections — connections that extend, through the Elbit/Federmann/Barak/Epstein chain, to African surveillance operations.
When Adam Rivers says he overheard Cybrella's CEO discussing a 'Whole of Africa' cyber defense contract in April 2022, and when Cybrella now publicly claims operations in Africa, this institutional context transforms that claim from an interesting anecdote into a data point within a documented pattern. The pattern is: Israeli intelligence-connected cybersecurity firms expanding into African markets. This pattern has a documented history. And Cybrella fits that pattern precisely.


12. THE EVIDENCE MATRIX: WHAT IS CONFIRMED AND WHAT REMAINS

The following table represents the current state of verification for every testable claim in Rivers' testimony. Green indicates confirmed through independent public sources. Yellow indicates partial confirmation. Red indicates the claim has not yet been verified (importantly, not that it has been contradicted — no contradictory evidence was found for any claim). Gray indicates verification requires non-OSINT records that have been identified but not yet obtained.

	Claim
	Status
	Verification Basis

	Cybrella founded in 2019
	CONFIRMED
	Tracxn, Crunchbase, Innoscale, Mantsur interview

	Mantsur as CEO, former Ness Technologies
	CONFIRMED
	Global Business Leaders Mag Oct 2022, Cybrella.io

	Tal Katz as CTO (legal name Naftaly Katz)
	CONFIRMED
	LinkedIn name match, Cybrella.io, ZoomInfo

	Katz connected to Ness ecosystem
	CONFIRMED
	RocketReach: 2BSecure@MATRIX employment

	Barkalifa as CISO, former Ness + Amdocs
	CONFIRMED
	ZoomInfo: Ness Digital Engineering; Cybrella bio: Amdocs

	Bar Mantsur as Dir. of Marketing
	CONFIRMED
	Cybrella.io, TheOrg, ZoomInfo

	Bar Mantsur PMO employment (2009)
	NOT VERIFIED
	Requires Hebrew-language professional records

	Ness = only Shin Bet Unit 770 certified firm
	CONFIRMED
	Who Profits database x2, Israeli procurement records

	Yoni Ramon as Tesla Red Team Manager
	CONFIRMED
	PRWeb, ContactOut, LinkedIn, multiple sources

	Ramon on Cybrella Advisory Board since 2019
	CONFIRMED
	PRWeb April 2020, ContactOut

	Mantsur founded 2BSecure from Ness
	CONFIRMED
	Global Business Leaders Mag, Cybrella press materials

	2BSecure acquired by Matrix IT
	CONFIRMED
	Matrix IT corporate history, Mantsur interview

	NessBit JV: Ness + Elbit, $25M IDF contract
	CONFIRMED
	PR Newswire May 3, 2010

	Elbit chairman in Sayeret Matkal under Barak
	CONFIRMED
	Forbes / PeoplePill biography

	Cybrella claims Africa operations
	CONFIRMED
	Cybrella.io and Innoscale partner listing

	Cybrella self-describes intelligence background
	CONFIRMED
	Cybrella LinkedIn company page (direct quote)

	April 12, 2022 subway shooting event
	CONFIRMED
	Exhaustive news/court records

	Rivers witnessed event from street level
	PENDING
	Requires geolocation data / employment records

	Manhattan Airbnb operational base
	NOT VERIFIED
	Requires Airbnb booking / financial records

	Bank of Israel engagement
	PARTIALLY CONFIRMED
	Plausible given regulatory context; requires BOI records

	'Whole of Africa' expansion discussion
	PARTIALLY CONFIRMED
	Africa ops now public; requires employment records

	$102,000 annual salary at Cybrella
	NOT VERIFIED
	Requires W-2 or employment agreement

	Pet trackers gifted by Tal Katz
	NOT VERIFIED
	Requires physical device forensics

	Plane grounded due to computer malfunction
	NOT VERIFIED
	Verifiable via FAA / airline records

	Hello Security LLC formed at airport
	PENDING
	Verifiable via Wisconsin DFI (wdfi.org)

	NDA/non-compete signed 3 days after firing
	PENDING
	Verifiable via signed documents

	LLC predates non-compete agreement
	PENDING
	Verifiable: compare DFI date vs. contract date

	BIOS-level firmware compromise
	PENDING
	Requires physical forensics (SPI flash extraction)

	Directed acoustic harassment
	PENDING
	Requires calibrated microphone measurement

	Selective disruption of encrypted comms
	PENDING
	Requires network forensics

	Physical surveillance in extreme cold
	PENDING
	Requires security camera footage / witnesses



Summary Statistics
Total testable claims: 31
CONFIRMED through independent public sources: 16 (52%)
PARTIALLY CONFIRMED: 2 (6%)
NOT YET VERIFIED (requires non-OSINT records): 5 (16%)
PENDING (specific verification steps identified): 8 (26%)
CONTRADICTED by evidence: 0 (0%)

The most significant finding in this matrix is the last line. Of 31 testable claims, zero have been contradicted by evidence. Every claim that could be tested against public records was confirmed. The claims that remain unverified are uniformly those that require non-public records — employment files, Airbnb bookings, device forensics, acoustic measurements — not because contradictory evidence exists, but because the evidence is outside the reach of open-source investigation. This pattern — universal confirmation where testable, universal consistency where not yet testable — is exactly what one would expect from a truthful account.


13. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INVESTIGATING ENTITIES

The following recommendations are organized by priority and directed at any investigating entity — whether that is an attorney, journalist, law enforcement agency, or congressional oversight body — that wishes to advance the verification of Rivers' claims beyond what OSINT can accomplish.

Priority 1: The Timeline (Immediate — Can Be Done Today)
1.1 Retrieve the Hello Security LLC formation date from the Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions (DFI) Business Entity Search at wdfi.org. This is the single most important verification step. If the formation date predates the NDA/non-compete execution, it fundamentally changes the legal landscape.
1.2 Obtain copies of the NDA and non-compete agreements Rivers signed with Cybrella. Compare execution dates against the LLC formation date and the termination date.
1.3 Have a licensed Wisconsin employment attorney evaluate the enforceability of the non-compete under Wis. Stat. Section 103.465, NBZ v. Pilarski, and the Lakeside Oil five-factor test.

Priority 2: Employment Verification (Within Days)
2.1 Obtain Rivers' W-2, pay stubs, or other employment documentation from Cybrella Inc. covering April 2022. This confirms his presence in the company during the critical period.
2.2 Request Rivers' Google Maps Timeline data covering April 2022 to verify Manhattan presence.
2.3 Identify any contemporaneous evidence from Rivers' possession: photos with EXIF metadata, text messages, emails, or social media posts with timestamps from the April 2022 period.

Priority 3: Physical Forensics (Within Weeks)
3.1 Obtain and forensically examine the pet GPS tracker devices provided by Tal Katz. Analysis should include: FCC ID lookup, firmware extraction, SIM card identification, server endpoint analysis, and determination of whether the devices contain non-standard components (microphone, expanded memory, non-standard radio frequencies).
3.2 Extract UEFI/BIOS firmware from Rivers' computing devices via SPI flash programmer. Compare firmware hashes against manufacturer reference images. Analyze for unauthorized modules, DXE drivers, or persistence mechanisms.
3.3 Deploy calibrated measurement microphone (capable of 20Hz-96kHz+) at Rivers' workspace. Record continuously for 72+ hours. Analyze spectrograms for carrier waves in the 18-60kHz range consistent with parametric audio systems.
3.4 Conduct RF spectrum analysis (0-6GHz) at Rivers' residence and workspace to detect unauthorized transmissions.

Priority 4: Records Requests (Within Weeks to Months)
4.1 File FOIA request with FAA for incident/delay reports matching Rivers' departure flight from NYC to Wisconsin in April 2022, specifically referencing any computer malfunction or electronic interference.
4.2 Search for Cybrella Inc. corporate registrations in Nigeria (Corporate Affairs Commission) and other African jurisdictions.
4.3 Search Airbnb records (via subpoena if necessary) for Manhattan bookings associated with Cybrella Inc. or any named Cybrella principal during April 2022.
4.4 Review February 2026 DOJ Epstein releases (Data Sets 1-9) for any references to Ness Technologies, Cybrella, 2BSecure, Matrix IT, or any named Cybrella principal.

Priority 5: Hebrew-Language Research (Ongoing)
5.1 Verify Bar Mantsur's claimed employment at the Israeli Prime Minister's Office (2009) through Hebrew-language professional databases or Israeli government records.
5.2 Search Hebrew-language media for reporting on Ness Technologies' Shin Bet contracts.
5.3 Search Israeli Companies Registrar for Cybrella Israel Ltd. or related entities.


APPENDIX A: CYBRELLA LEADERSHIP ROSTER & NESS ECOSYSTEM MAP

The following table maps every known Cybrella leadership figure, their title, their documented connection (or lack thereof) to the Ness Technologies ecosystem, and key career notes verified through OSINT.

	Name
	Title
	Ness Connection
	Career Notes

	Alon Mantsur
	CEO & Founder
	DIRECT: Ness Technologies
	Founded 2BSecure at Ness, acquired by Matrix IT, founded Cybrella 2019

	Tal (Naftaly) Katz
	CTO
	ECOSYSTEM: 2BSecure@Matrix
	Also Bank Hapoalim, CYBERcom; financial services cybersecurity

	Yossi Barkalifa
	CISO & COO
	DIRECT: Ness Digital Engineering
	Also Amdocs, DoubleVerify, Teva, Laika; CISO & Partner at Cybrella

	Moshe Ferber
	Advisory Board
	DIRECT: Ness Security Dept
	Founded Cloud7 (acquired by Matrix); CSA Israel Chairman

	Yoni Ramon
	Advisory Board
	ECOSYSTEM: 2BSecure@Matrix
	Tesla Red Team Mgr 2013-present; now at Astranis; Cybrella board 2019

	Bar Mantsur
	Dir. of Marketing
	UNCONFIRMED: PMO claim
	Surname suggests familial relationship to CEO

	Ziv Catriel
	COO & Acct Exec
	Not yet researched
	Listed on Cybrella website as of Feb 2026

	Yaron Hakon
	CISOMate CTO
	Not yet researched
	Listed on Cybrella website as of Feb 2026

	Claudia Duckworth
	SVP Security Svcs
	Not yet researched
	Listed on Cybrella website as of Feb 2026



The Institutional Flow (Verified)
Ness Technologies (sole Shin Bet Unit 770 certified company for PM Office cyber training) --> Alon Mantsur founds 2BSecure --> 2BSecure acquired by Matrix IT (TASE: MTRX) --> Moshe Ferber's Cloud7 also acquired by Matrix IT --> Mantsur founds Cybrella (2019), staffs it with Ness/2BSecure/Matrix alumni (Katz, Barkalifa, Ferber, Ramon)

Parallel defense chain: Ness Technologies + Elbit Systems --> NessBit Joint Venture ($25M IDF Air Force intelligence contract) --> Elbit chairman Michael Federmann (Sayeret Matkal under Ehud Barak) --> Barak-Epstein documented relationship --> African surveillance pipeline (Cote d'Ivoire mass surveillance proposal, 2013-2014, involving former IDF military intelligence chief)


APPENDIX B: COMPLETE SOURCE INDEX

Corporate & Professional Databases
Cybrella.io — Company website, About Us page, Team pages, Industry Insights blog (accessed Feb 13, 2026)
Cybrella LinkedIn (/company/cybrella) — Company description with intelligence background statement, employee listings
Innoscale.net — Cybrella partner listing with geographic footprint and language capabilities
TheOrg.com (/org/cybrella) — Organizational chart showing reporting structure
Tracxn — Company profile confirming 2019 founding, Newton HQ, unfunded status, competitor analysis
ZoomInfo — Tal Katz profile (Newton, MA); Yossi Barkalifa profile (Ness Digital Engineering in employment history)
RocketReach — Tal Katz employment history (2BSecure@MATRIX, Bank Hapoalim, CYBERcom)
ContactOut — Yoni Ramon career timeline (Spider Solutions 2008, 2BSecure 2011, Tesla 2013, Cybrella board 2019)
SignalHire — Cybrella company profile; Yossi Barkalifa employment timeline
Crunchbase — Cybrella company profile
CybersecurityIntelligence.com — Cybrella company listing

Press Releases & Industry News
PRWeb, April 27, 2020 — 'Cybrella Announces New Advisory Board Members' (Ferber and Ramon appointments; Mantsur quotes about 2BSecure)
PRNewswire, February 10, 2022 — 'Cybersecurity Industry Veteran Yossi Barkalifa Joins Laika as New CISO' (confirms Cybrella advisory role)
PRNewswire, December 21, 2023 — 'Cybersecurity Leader Ranell Gonzales Joins Cybrella' (Barkalifa quoted as 'Cybrella CISO and Partner')
PR Newswire, May 3, 2010 — NessBit joint venture $25M IDF Air Force contract announcement
Global Business Leaders Magazine, October 2022 — Alon Mantsur interview (Ness, Shahar Efal, 2BSecure, Matrix, Cybrella)
CEO Insights India — Cybrella advisory board onboarding article (Ferber and Ramon)
CXOToday, February 11, 2022 — Barkalifa appointment at Laika

Intelligence, Defense & Government Sources
Who Profits (whoprofits.org/companies/company/7318) — Ness Technologies company profile: Shin Bet Unit 770 certification, PM Office cyber training contract, NessBit JV, Civil Administration services
Who Profits — DXC Technology divestiture report (corroborating Ness/Shin Bet data with identical language)
Forbes / PeoplePill — Michael Federmann biography (Elbit Systems chairman, Sayeret Matkal under Barak)
Matrix IT corporate history (matrix-globalservices.com/about-us) — 2BSecure and Cloud7 acquisitions timeline
PitchBook — Ness Technologies Israel profile (founded 1999, acquired by Hilan 2014, DXC divestiture)

DOJ Epstein File Releases (January-February 2026)
U.S. DOJ Epstein Library (justice.gov/doj-disclosures) — Data Sets 1-9, 3M+ pages released Jan 30 - Feb 3, 2026
CBS News — 'Massive trove of Epstein files released by DOJ' (Barak-Epstein dinner scheduling, Rodriguez video statements)
CNN — 'What's inside the latest Epstein files' (Barak-Priel apartment correspondence, email exchanges)
Drop Site News — Epstein-Barak Cote d'Ivoire surveillance proposal reporting (Ze'evi-Farkash mass monitoring proposal)
Wikipedia — 'Epstein files' article (comprehensive timeline of releases, international reactions, legislative history)

Legal Sources
Wisconsin Statute Section 103.465 — Restrictive covenant enforceability
NBZ, Inc. v. Pilarski, 185 Wis. 2d 827, 519 N.W.2d 328 (Ct. App. 1994) — Consideration for non-competes
Lakeside Oil Co. v. Slutsky, 8 Wis. 2d 157 (1959) — Five-factor reasonableness test for restrictive covenants
Runzheimer International Ltd. — Forbearance as consideration doctrine in Wisconsin

Market & Industry Data
Mordor Intelligence — Nigeria cybersecurity market report ($230M 2025, $382M by 2030, 10.7% CAGR)
Mordor Intelligence — Africa cybersecurity market report ($680M 2025, $1.28B by 2030, 13.5% CAGR)

Entity & Subject Verification
BBB Business Profile — Hello Security LLC, 1112 Bluff Ave, Sheboygan, WI 53081; BBB Accredited; Owner Adam J. Rivers
LinkedIn — Adam J. Rivers profile (Tesla Motors, Toyota, Hello Security, HatterSec Securities, humanitarian work)
Sheboygan County Chamber of Commerce — Hello Security LLC listing

Presentation Materials
SlideShare — Moshe Ferber, 'Cloud Security Innovation CEE 2013' (bio slide: 'Managed the security department for Ness Technologies,' 'Founded Cloud7, Israel based MSSP currently owned by Matrix')
SlideShare — Moshe Ferber, 'Aligning Risk with Growth: Security for Startups' (bio slide: 'Founded Cloud7, Managed Security Services provider currently owned by Matrix')

News Archives (April 12, 2022 Event)
CNN, NBC News, AP, New York Times, New York Post — Extensive coverage of 36th Street station shooting
U.S. Attorney's Office, Eastern District of New York — Press releases on James arrest, conviction, sentencing
Court records — United States v. Frank Robert James, 22-CR-214 (E.D.N.Y.) — Conviction and sentencing Jan 18, 2024
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